Approach #2
Synthesis Essay: Pre-Writing The Process

Your Task: Use this handout to organize and plan your synthesis essay. This is meant to be a planning

activity, so all of your decisions do not need to be final.

Your Own ldeas:

Step 1:

Identify your thoughts on the
prompt. Be as specific as p'oséible'
Prox g‘i’ What are
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Based upon \/our knowledg _
texts, try to ‘articulate exactly how -
your above |dea_$ Q_r_eiem_e_n-t is
addressed within‘-'eac'h téxf""‘Wha't

does each text say about your |dea?
Be spec.'frcf '
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Step 3:

Using your answers above, write a
thesis statement that captures the
essence of what your essay will set
out to prove about your ideas using
the sources.

Hint: Your thesis gdidés:thé
argument for the entire essay
Write thesrs statements that clearly
state a defens:b!e posrrfon on the
SUbjBCI’ Be specrfrcf :

__'Step 4

""Now artuculate the three major

- -:.'su pportmg detalls or pomts you will

| use to prove your thesis.

_'Remember each pomt needs to

| connect to at Ieast one source but

| two is better to create a

§ conversation, So, if there is nothing

'in one of the texts to support or

_ extend your point, then come up
“with a different supporting detail.
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Step 5: Use this table to record potentially useful quotes or examples from your selected sources.
Organize them according to each major, supporting point from Step 4. Before incorporating them into
your essay, make absolutely certain that all quotes are accurate (PROOFREAD!)
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Quote 1:

Quote H1:
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Poem: The Rood Not Taken

By Robert Frost




Video: Another Brick in the Wall, Pt. 2
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LEGO Movie: Opening Scene

Video




